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(see the other side for supporting information)

Candidate
BEST?

None of the Above

The City of Patton Village (see notes on top left)

Mayor

City Council, Position 5

Please list what government
expenditures you are committed
to significantly reduce or cancel,
and explain why and how you
propose to achieve the
reductions.

Leah Tarrant

The largest expenditure that is budgeted for the 2011-
2012 fiscal year is the city contingency fund. I would
propose that the council determine the necessity of such
a large fund that is not specifically committed to a
certain expense or set of expenses. 1 would also
question the State Court costs. I would assure that all
current court costs are paid to the state and that the
agreed upon arrear amount is paid according to the
agreement. The fuel expense for the police department
is excessive. I would require all officers to keep a hand
written daily log that would be submitted at the end of
every shift.

Sarah Tarrant

y 0
Salaries would be reduced to what is in the budget.
Gasoline expenditures would be reduced by the use
of officer daily logs. I would definitely explore the
need of such an excessive contingency account
provided in the current city budget.

Please describe the top 3 specific
initiatives will you most strongly
promote and why.

I would promote an annual audit of all city income,
expenditures and cash on hand. This would be done by
the Certified Public Accountant retained by the city.
Next, I would make sure the budget would be prepared
according to state law with the CPA’s financial
statements attached. Third, I would make sure all
records that did not contain account numbers, credit
card numbers or any other identifying information be
made open to the public upon request.

1. Open records; currently it is almost impossible to
access any city records on request. 2. State mandated
budget; citizens have the right to know what was
spent and received in the previous year and what the
projections will be for the coming year. 3. After
school programs; many of our children do not have
access to the internet or homework assistance. 1
would like to help educate our children.

Conservative Coalition of
Montgomery County

www. ConservativeCoalitionMC.Org

Montgomery County November 8, 2011
Joint, Special & General Election

7:00 AM to 7:00 PM
see www.mctx.org/election
for polling locations

* % * Early Voting * * *
October 24" through November 4
see www.mctx.org/election
for times, locations, sample ballots

Please explain why you do or do
not favor having the city check
register on-line and available to
the public.

I believe all records that are not exceptions to the open
records law should be made available on-line to the
public. Placing these items on-line allow you to build a
relationship based on trust with your citizens.

The check register should be available for public
view according to the open records act. Any item
that would disclose account numbers would be
excluded from view.

Note: These are the opinions of the CCMC Panel from public information, CCMC
questionnaires, CCMC interviews, & based on CCMC Core Principles.

Note: The CCMC covers only local, contested races. There are many races —
statewide or with only one candidate — that may appear on your ballot, but are not
included in this Voter Guide.




We strongly encourage you to please see www.ConservativeCoalitionMC.org for more links to recommended reading.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION Proposition

"THE ISSUANCE OF $200,000,000 OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TEXAS ROAD BONDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF MACADAMIZED, GRAVELED OR PAVED ROADS AND

TURNPIKES, OR IN AID THEREOF, AND THE LEVYING OF A TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF."
CCMC Panel votes: 0% For, 100% Against

Would increase property taxes by adding up to 5 cents to the current 7.98 cents allocated to debt service. Voters approved $160M for roads in 2005 & this is a 20-year bond program. At the end of fiscal year

2010 Montgomery County had over $1,150 long-term liabilities (debt) for every resident.
The Woodlands Township Proposition

Adoption of the state law applicable to fire fighters that establishes collective bargaining if a majority of the affected employees favor representation by an employees association, preserves the prohibition against strikes and lockouts, and provides penalties for

strikes and lockouts.

CCMC Panel votes: 0% For, 100% Against
Collective bargaining by public employees has been in the spotlight in 2011 because of its abuse. Municipalities seem to be forced into unsustainable positions.

City of Patton Village Proposition 1

The City of Patton Village is requesting a modification of term of elected officials from two years to four
CCMC Panel votes: 0% For, 100% Against

Need more regular accountability to voters. U.S. House members must be re-elected every 2 years. Four years is too long to live with an elected official who is problematic.

ves 88% Amendment #1 o 12%

Yes0% Amendment #2 o 100%

ves0% Amendment #3 o 100%

ves0% Amendment #4 o 100%

ves63% Amendment #5 wno37%

The constitutional amendment authorizing the
legislature to provide for an exemption from ad
valorem taxation of all or part of the market
value of the residence homestead of the surviving
spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled
veteran.

The state should phase out the
property tax system & move to a more
fair system; but until it does, this
provides relief to the dependents of our
military veterans who have sacrificed
so much for our nation.

The constitutional amendment providing for the
issuance of additional general obligation bonds
by the Texas Water Development Board in an
amount not to exceed $6 billion at any time
outstanding.

Allows the TWDB to issue up to $6
billion in bonds for water and waste-
water projects throughout Texas.
TWDB would be able to reissue new
bonds without voter reauthorization,
giving the TWDB permanent bonding
authority regardless of circumstances.
Creating a source of permanent debt is
not a good idea.

The constitutional amendment providing for the
issuance of general obligation bonds of the State
of Texas to finance educational loans to students.

Gives permanent bonding authority to
the Higher Education Coordinating
Board & does not allow voters a voice
in the perpetual re-issuance of such
bonds. These are taxpayer-subsidized
loans to students & obligates taxpayers
to pay for any funds not repaid by the
borrowers. There are many sources of
funding for higher education — grants,
scholarships, savings, jobs — taxpayers
should not subsidize what the free-
market & hard work can do.

The constitutional amendment authorizing the
legislature to permit a county to issue bonds or
notes to finance the development or
redevelopment of an unproductive,
underdeveloped, or blighted area and to pledge
for repayment of the bonds or notes increases in
ad valorem taxes imposed by the county on
property in the area. The amendment does not
provide authority for increasing ad valorem tax
rates.

Cities have authority to issue taxpayer-
backed bonds to develop land deemed
under-productive (not producing
enough taxes). This gives the same
power to counties. Authority for “Kelo”-
style redevelopment takings should be
restricted, not expanded.

The constitutional amendment authorizing the
legislature to allow cities or counties to enter
into interlocal contracts with other cities or
counties without the imposition of a tax or the
provision of a sinking fund.

Allows local governments to enter into
interlocal contracts without imposing
new taxes & gives for cities & counties
flexibility to consolidate projects and
services. This will reduce the
duplication of efforts & save taxpayer
money. But, this would make spending
easier for local governments without
fiscal accountability.

Yes0% Amendment #6 o 100%

ves0% Amendment #7 o 100%

ves0% Amendment #8 o 100%

ves38% Amendment #9 o e62%

ves 63% Amendment #10 no37%

The constitutional amendment clarifying
references to the permanent school fund,
allowing the General Land Olffice to distribute
revenue from permanent school fund land or
other properties to the available school fund to
provide additional funding for public education,
and providing for an increase in the market value
of the permanent school fund for the purpose of
allowing increased distributions from the
available school fund.

Allows state government to transfer
more money each year from the PSF to
the Available School Fund in the short
term, diminishing the PSF principal &
compromising future school funding.
Takes away authority from voters by
transferring control of PSF to an
unelected board.

The constitutional amendment authorizing the
legislature to permit conservation and
reclamation districts in El Paso County to issue
bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the
development and maintenance of parks and
recreational facilities.

Allows El Paso County to use property
taxes to create Conservation and
Reclamation Districts. State and local
governments should depend less on
property taxes & different revenue
sources should be sought. Projects
should be privately funded rather than
expecting the government to pay for
everything.

The constitutional amendment providing for the
appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes of open-
space land devoted to water-stewardship

purposes on the basis of its productive capacity.

"Proposition 8 is unnecessary because
it would duplicate existing options
under wildlife management valuation,
mainly erosion control and habitat
stewardship. Landowners in Texas also
already enjoy several tax breaks, so
expanding an existing exemption to
include water stewardship would be
excessive and unnecessary."

Texas House Research Organization

The constitutional amendment authorizing the
governor to grant a pardon to a person who
successfully completes a term of deferred
adjudication community supervision.

This would extend the governor's
power of pardon to deferred
adjudications, making those with
deferred adjudications eligible to have
their records expunged. While
correcting an existing inequity in Texas
law, this affects public access to
criminal records & we must be cautious
about restricting the public's access to
information.

"The constitutional amendment to change the
length of the unexpired term that causes the
automatic resignation of certain elected
county or district officeholders if they become
candidates for another office."

Revises the length of the unexpired
term under the resign-to-run policy to
align it with the new filing deadline
because of the recently passed MOVE
Act (SB 100). Current law requires
certain (mostly county) officials to
resign from their current office when
running for a different office if their
unexpired term is longer than one year.
This amendment does not change
policy, but is a technical change to
reconcile an existing policy with a new
election law.

Recommended Reading

EmpowerTexans, 2011 Constitutional Amendments — http: //empowertexans. com/features/2011-constitutional-amendments-election/
Texas House of Representatives, HOUSE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION - http: //www. hro.house.state.tx.us/pdf/focus/amend82.pdf
Ballotpedia, Texas 2011 ballot measures — http: //ballotpedia. org/wiki/index.php/Texas_2011_ballot_measures




